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Austria promptly informed of all her steps, and because
Austria had no special interests in the Middle East. But
the serenity of the Triple Entente was considerably ruffled
by Sazonov's separate negotiations with Germany in a field
where England and France had very active interests, M.
Pichon, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, was severely
criticized in the Chamber of Deputies and in the Press for
not safeguarding French interests and the solidarity of the
Entente. Prominent men like M, Hanotaux in France, and
Mr, Lloyd George in England, asked whether Sazonov's
conduct was not leading to a dissolution of the Triple En-*
tente. No little irritation was felt in Paris and London
at Sazonov's independent course of action and departure
from the Anglo-French standpoint that all Bagdad Railway
negotiations ought to be a quatre?2
In the end, however, Russia's withdrawal of opposition
to Germany's cherished desire of pushing the Bagdad Rail-
way to completion opened the way for Germany's suc-
cessful negotiations with Turkey and with England for
further mutually advantageous arrangements. Germany
acquired docks at Alexandretta and a branch line from there
northward by which railway materials could be more easily
imported for extending construction east of the Taurus
Mountains. The Powers consented to an increase of the
Turkish tariS from 11 % to 15%, which would provide-
funds for paying the railway guarantees. England was
given two o£ the seats on the Board of Directors of the
Bagdad Railway Company, assured a dominant position in
the navigation rights and oil resources of southern Mesopo-
tamia, and largely relieved of her fears that the Bagdad
Railway would be a German menace to the safety of India.
The negotiations for all these arrangements were protracted
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